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Talofa

Here are a few note s which may be helpfu | when we
set o ut on o ur jo urney t o Samaa, and especially SavaiOi,
in June and July th is year.

Some of our party ha ve been to Samoa before, but f or
others itis their brs tvisit, and everyth ing will be new
and different  This, | th ink, is what w ill make th is a
memorable time for y ou all, and add someth ing special
to your lives. We are so u sed to the way th ings are
done in New Zealand, we are enric hed in Pnding that
other cu ltures have differen t v alues.

Sotrytounderstand all thaty ou see, enjoy new
experiences, don't be afr aid to tr y different f ood, and

remember o ur Samoan heritage.

We will be welcomed as 'cousins', not t ourists, so we
will r espond to th is alofa.

| c all myself 'The Matr iarch’, in fun of cour se, but | am
also maher, grandmdher, great-grandmdher, and
cousin - o ne of the se, t o each one of yo u.

Manuia le asq

Alice

The Party (2 4) -

Alice and Des (Pop)

Royce and Owen
Verena, Dave and Mariam
Gillian, Amy and Paul, and Dugan

Lynda

Vaughan, Pam, Oliver and Jeremy
Lenora, Olivia and Julia
Des Louise, Tim, Erin, and Leah
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Greetings & Civilities

Hello/Hi. Malo.
Goodbye. Tofa

0 ISI ‘UPU FA‘AAOGA SO0 COMMON WORDS ?r):grmal) Fa
sole male Farewell. Tofa soifua
suga lemale Good
fnmolemals Rlpess morning.  Talofa.
alu g0
sAu come Good
gugana language evening. Talofa
tautala speak Good night. Manuia le po
fa‘alogo liSlbiJL How are
taituu Lusi read , .
onen . you'? 0 a mai oe?
‘api tublet I'm bne,
faralali wait thanks. Manuia, fafetai.
taele bathe; shower Please. Fa'amolemole.
A cloan Thank you Fa'afetai
‘ele‘clea dirty
(very much (tele)
Welcome. AP0 mai.
Excuse me. Tuloa
I'm sorry.  Ua ou sese.
Forgive me. Malie.
ASQO O LE VAIASO DAYS OF THE WEEK Yes ioe
Aso Galua Monday No leai
Aso Lua Tuesday
Aso lailu Wednesday
Aso Toli Thursday
Aso Faraile Triday
Aso To'ona'i Saturday Food & Drink
Asn Sa Sunday
food mea taumafa
market maketi
restaurant fale'aiga
beer pia
bread fala'oa
chicken moa
coffee kofe
MASINA O LE TAUSAGA MONTHS OF THE YEAR Psh i'a
fruit fuala'au aina
i_f”‘“”ﬁ‘ January , liquor ‘ava malosi
¥ ;‘;m m’gj‘“ meat fasipovi
Aperila April m!lk susu
M May mineral
Tuni June water vai mama
Tulai July tea ti
Rukuise August water vai
Sélema Seplember ; ;
‘Oketopa Oclober wine uaina
Novema November
Tesema December Numbers
| tasi
2 lua
3 tolu
4 fa
5lima
6 ono
7 bBtu
8 valu
9iva
10 sefulu

| | sefulu tasi



é‘l‘ep.él

Western house

)
N

\N

matai

chief

ali‘i
high chief

\\\

tulafale

orator; talking chief
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Extracts from SAMOAN ISLANDS LONELY PLANET SERIES

SOCIAL GRACES

Although many visitors to the Samoas wish to see traditional villages, be aware that such
visits can be extremely disruptive. This is not to say that visitors are not welcome. They are
welcome, and to a degree unmatched in any Western country you care to name. Following a
few guidelines, however, will go a long way towards keeping things on an even keel.

Certain rules of etiquette have their origins in ancient Samoa, while others arc the direct
result of Christianity. While special allowances are made for visitors, especially in

American Samoa where many of the locals ignore established traditions anyway, those who
learn and respect traditions will endear themselves to the people and will be more readily
accepted in rural areas. Following are a few suggested guidelines.

It's best not to arrive in a village on a Sunday The presence of a foreigner unknown to the
villagers will interrupt the smooth customary Bow of religious and family activities and, on
occasion, visibly upset village elders.

Don't swim near a village or perform any manual tabour on a Sunday. Excessive noise on the
Sabbath is also deemed sacrilegious.

If you're staying with a village family, be prepared to thank your hosts with a token of your
esteem, such as cash or store-bought food, eg, a sack of rice or tin of pisupo (corned beef).
As a general rule, goods or money to the value of about ST20 will be adequate thanks if you're
staying with a family for two or three days. Small gifts representative of your home country will
also be graciously received.

There are no real beggars in the Samoas, apart from a few in Apia and Pago Pago, so avoid
indiscriminately distributing gifts.

Although fashion and dress are becoming increasingly liberal (and Western) among youth in
both Samoas, many middle-aged and older people are still quite sensitive to the way people
dress. Visitors should, therefore, be mindful of their appearance, especially in villages and
remote areas. Throughout the Samoas, women are best advised to wear knee-length skirts or
lavalava (sarongs) and should avoid wearing shorts or bathing gear away from the beach, no
matter what the temperature. On beaches within villages, women should not wear bikinis,

but this does not apply at places like Matareva and Lalomanu, where the beaches are away
from the village. For men, knee-length, baggy shorts (or favalava) are best, and shirts

should always be worn while walking in the streets.

¥ Shoes should be removed when entering a fale. When invited in, always sit down to talk, and
cross or cover your legs. Never enter during prayers or meetings and don't make noise or
commotion in the area while prayers are being said.

¥ if you inadvertently enter a village during sa (prayer time inthe village, around 6 or 7
pm), sit down and wait quietly until the all clear is sounded (a gong is sounded).

¥ if you'd like to swim at a village beach, climb a mountain take photos or merely have a
look around, be sure to ask permission beforehand of the pulenu'u (mayor) in the
appropriate village.

¥ When walking past someone sitting down at close range, alvays say tulou (excuse
me).



THE STORY OF OUR

FAMILY IN SAMOA.

1840-2009. . .

Related by Alice. John Stowers, from England, left a whaling ship in
1840, and settled in Savai'i, Samoa. He married a
Samoan woman from Lano, and raised a big family.
They were greatly respected.

One of their daughters, Mary, married
John Key, who was born in America, 1824.
He was a Trader in Saval'i

Their daughter,
Susana, and son
Jo Key, are the
ones we know
most about. They
were born in 1843

Arthur Aris King left England in
1884, aged 22 years, and travelled
about the Islands in the Pacibc
Ocean for many years.

During his travels he met the
famous author, Robert Louis

and 1869. Stevenson, did some business for
him, then in1889 went to work in
Vailima, the home of R.L.S. in
Samoa.
He became known as 'Kingi'.
Vailima, as it was at that time.
Susana Key A.A. King (Kingi)

Susana and Kingi were married in 1891,
and went to live in Susana'’s village home in
Saleaula, Savai'i. Kingi became a Trader.

Their brst home at Salago. Their eldest child, Florence,
born in 1892, is with her parents on the veranda.



Then in 1900 Kingi built a very
grand house, Pouniu, made of
stone blocks.

Inside the house, 1902:
Susana's sister Louisa, Arthur, Mama
holding Amelia (who died), Elsie and
Papa. Florence is not in this photo, she
was probably at school with some
missionaries.
The next baby was called Amelia, too, and
she lived a long life, known as 'Auntie
Millie' to her nieces and nephews.
The children born there were -

Florence (Folole).

Arthur (Ate)

Elsie

Amelia

Olive



Disaster struck in 1905 (the
year Olive was born)

Mt Matavanu erupted, and boiling lava lowed
down to the shore. In the photo, steam can be
seen rising from the sea in the distance. The
village of Saleaula was destroyed, and the
land between the mountain and the sea was
completely covered with lava. This is all that
was left of Kingi's big house -

Kingi lost his eyesight from the volcanic fumes, one eye
later recovering. The family went to stay with Susana's
relations at Tuisivi, then travelled by boat to Upolo,
managing to survive with help from the community.

They eventually settled at Lotopa, near Apia, and Kingi and
Susana stayed there until they came to New Zealand in
1936.

Joe Key, Susana's brother, probably remained in Savai'i.
He has many descendants, including the Fepulea'i family,
our distant cousins.



This is the King family home at Lotopa, Apia.
Youngest daughter Olive, is in the foreground.
The living area was downstairs, and bedrooms
upstairs. A coconut tree plantation surrounded
the house.

1909 Portrait.

Back: Elsie, Florence, Arthur,

Front: Olive, Papa, Mama with Edward,
Amelia (Millie)

Millie and Olive on their horses

Papa and Mama, as they were called
by their children



By 1936, all the family had settled in
New Zealand, Olive had stayed in
Samoa to look after their parents.
Olive was to be married that year, so
Mama and Papa were brought to New
Zealand, to live in Florence's home in
Palmerston North.

This photo was taken on Olive's
wedding day.

Back: Amelia, George, Olive, Elsie, Florence, Arthur
Front: Lewis, Papa holding Bruce, Mama and Alice
(Florence's daughter) Lewis and Bruce are Elsie's

sons.
Susana and Kingi on their Golden Wedding day 1941
The home at Lotopa in 1968, when the In 2008 Karlos and Nikolasi explore
family made a visit to Samoa. the home of their great-great-great-
. _ grandparents on the lava belds of
On another vist in 2003 the ruins at Saleaula. After 100 years, the lava is
Saleaula were found. This was a great yielding up to plant life.

surprise, and others have visited since.


















