
I DonÕt Like Hot

The Story of a Holiday
Visit to Egypt and England

With a few other stops on the way
May-June 2001

 

Mariam Haynes-Khalifa



To

Mariam
for her fifth birthday

31 July 2002

Story - Verena ÔNanÕ Haynes
Compiled by Alice ÔNanaÕ Hunt-OÕKeefe

Palmerston North
N.Z.

July 2002

Manuia Books



I DonÕt like Hot
Mariam woke up.  She knew at once that 

something was special today.  Yes, today was the 
first day of the BIG holiday.  Mummy called ÒAre 
you awake Mariam?  Look out  the window, there 
is a big surprise!Ó  

Mariam snuggled up with Teddy and cuddly.  
ÒItÕs too cold Mummy, I like hot.Ó  Mummy 
laughed, ÒCome and look.Ó  She pulled back the 
curtain and they both looked out.  ÒItÕs snowing!  
Can I go outside?Ó

ÒLook, the punga ferns have turned into snow-
umbrellas.Ó 

Mariam was very excited.  She had played in 
snow when she had flown to the top of the glacier, 
but this was the first time it had snowed at her 
house in Franz Josef.  

1



Mummy smiled, ÒGet dressed and go next door 
and throw some snowballs at Nan and Grandad!   
See if they are ready for soon it will be time for all 
of us to put our suitcases into the car to drive to 
Christchurch airport.Ó  By tomorrow you wonÕt feel 
cold any more, we will all be in hot Singapore.Ó

Singapore was a big and busy cityÉ..and much 
hotter than Franz Josef.  The hotel had two 

swimming pools.  ÒI 
like hot,Ó said 
Mariam, ÒI can 
swim all day!Ó 

   There were lots of 
things to do and see 
in Singapore.  
Mariam went on 
underground trains, 
overhead trains and 
buses to all different 
parts of the island 
and the harbour.  
She saw lots of 
statues.  She 
climbed hundreds of 
steps and looked out 
the mouth of the 
lion statue of 

Singapore, and had her photo taken with Grandad 
and Mummy next to a dragon statue that breathed 
smoke.  
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ÒSentosa Island is 
the best,Ó said 
Mariam. ÒLook 
Mummy, we are 
allowed to pat the 
fish!Ó

Soon it was time 
to fly to Egypt to 
see BabaÕs 
family.  

It was very hot in 
Cairo.  BabaÕs 
house and street 

looked strange to Mariam.  
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ÒThis is your Egyptian familyÓ said Mummy.  

Baba kissed Mariam.  Tarak and Ala kissed 
Mariam, Mona and Rakia kissed Mariam, and 
Grandma hugged and kissed Mariam.  ÒWhy do all 
these people want to kiss me?Ó thought Mariam.  
There was lots of talking, laughing, photos and 
eating.   

By bedtime Mariam 
had two special friends, 
Tarak and baby Aia.

Every day in Egypt 
was hot.  Too hot to 
walk around the 
pyramids.  ÒLetÕs ride on 
a horse and cart,Ó said 
Tarak.  Too hot to stand 
in the sun at the temples 
and the monuments at 
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the Valley of the 
Kings.  

ÒLetÕs ride in a taxi,Ó 
said Baba.  It was so 
hot that MariamÕs nose 
began to bleed!  

ÒI donÕt like hot any 
more,Ó cried Mariam.
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Back at 
BabaÕs home 
workmen were 
busy mixing 
concrete on 
the street.   
They are going 
to build a new 
room on top of 
a house, Tarak explained to Mariam.

ÒIts much too hotÓ said Grandad. ÒIt is time to 
fly to England to see my family.Ó

ÒGoodbye,Ó 
Mariam said  to 
Grandma, Aunt 
Rakaia and all her 
relations in Cairo.  
They were sad to see 
them go. 

When the doors 
opened on the plane it wasnÕt hot anymore Ð just 
right.  ÒTwo days until my birthday,Ó said Grandad.  
All GrandadÕs family came to the party Ð 
GranGran, Aunty Sheila and Uncle Nick and 
cousins Jonathan and Tim, Aunty Rosemarie and 
Uncle Tim and cousins Alex, Christopher and Vicki 
Ð and lots of friends and relations.
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The birthday cake had 60 candles and Mariam 
helped to blow them all out.  What a cool party!
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Sarah, and great-granddaughter Mariam

GranGran with
Uncle Nick and
Auntie Sheila



It was fun staying in London 
with Aunty Rosemarie, Uncle 
Tim, Alex, Christopher and 
Vicki.

  

Everyone 
went to the 
fun fair at 
Henley.  
There were 
rides on the 
merry-go-
round and 
the dodgem 
cars.  

Uncle Tim won a huge 
plastic hammer.  Mariam had 
candy floss and balloons.
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ÒTime to fly again,Ó 
said Nan. ÒNext stop, 
Las Vegas.Ó  

ÒOh no!Ó cried 
Mariam when she got 
off the plane, ÒLas 
Vegas is hot, I donÕt 
like hot.Ó  But 
Mariam did like 
Circus Circus, her 
hotel.  

There were 
circus acts, 
clowns and 
amazing rides.  
Downtown was 
just as exciting 
É. and very, 
very hot.  

Lucky Mariam 
had an American 
stroller with a 
parasol to ride 
in. 

 Mummy, Nan 
and Grandad sweltered!  
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Each casino hotel had something different to see. 
There was an aquarium, a pirate show, Egyptian 
pyramids, Venetian canals, French and New York 
streets, castles, a magic 
show, fantastic fountains, a 
zoo and amazing shops.  

Mariam loved the big 
white bear that said 
ÒHugggggg!!Ó when she sat 
in his lap at the Coca Cola 
shop and the 3D film in the 
M&M shop.  She was 
allowed to ride ElvisÕs 
motorbike at the Harley 
Davidson shop.

 ÒTime to pack your 
suitcase again, Mariam,Ó said Mummy.  ÒWe are 
flying to Tahiti today.Ó

ÒWill it be hot?Ó asked Mariam, ÒI donÕt like 
hot.Ó

Tahiti was hot too, but the sea was blue and cool 
and the hotel pool was just outside MariamÕs grass 
bungalow.  ÒYou are a real water baby,Ó said 
Mummy.  Mariam swam all day and practised her 
French with the Tahitian girls, ÒBonjour, oh la, 
laÉ..oui É..non É.comment ca va.Ó
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All too soon the big holiday 
was over.  Two more flights 
and a long drive and Mariam 
was back home.  

It was still winter in Franz Josef, but Mariam 
didnÕt mind.  

ÒI donÕt like hotÉÉI like cold,Ó she said to 
herself and snuggled under the duvet with Teddy 
and cuddly.  
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Another Journey
Later that year Nan decided that she and Mariam 

would visit Nana and Pop in Palmerston North, for 
they wanted to see Mariam again, and it would be 
good to visit with all the Palmerston North 
relations.   So in November Nan and Mariam took 
another plane trip, and Nana and Pop were at the 
airport to meet them.

ÒYou have 
grown a 
lot since 
we saw 
you last,Ó 
said Nana.   
When they 
arrived at 
NanaÕs 

home, Kelly the fox terrier 
was so excited she  barked 
very noisily running 
backwards and forwards 
through the house at a 
tremendous speed..

ÒShe is pleased to see you 
too,Ó said Pop.  Then Kelly 
settled down.
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They visited Vaughan and Pam at Pohangina, out 
in the country, and Mariam played with her cousins 
Oliver and Jeremy, and looked at the animals.

             It was fun
 at the 

Esplanade, 
where there 
was a 
paddling 
pool, and 
cousin Kyle 

was playing his double bass in a jazz group at the 
cafe.

The family had a dinner together at Aunty 
LyndaÕs home, and lots of photos were taken 
because it had been so long since the four sisters 
had been together.  Auntie Gillian, Nan, Auntie 
Royce and Aunty Lynda stood in a row and the 
cameras went click click!
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Soon it was time to say goodbye, and Pop and 
Nana gave Mariam a last cuddle at the airport. 

ÒCome back again soon,Ó they said, waving 
goodbye as the plane took off.  Soon it had 
disappeared into the great blue sky.
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